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The Wembley dream came true for Eastbourne Girls FC  this week, when they were chosen to represent one of 

the 54 FA Charter Standard Clubs, and were given th e chance to play on the hallowed turf as part of Th e FA / 

McDonald's National Football Festival.  

 

The afternoon was made even more special for the 900 youngsters as England legends Sir Trevor Brooking and Sir Geoff 

Hurst, in his position as the McDonald's Director of Football, to take a look at the action. 

 

The boys and girls, who all play Mini-Soccer in the under-10s age group, were taking part in the Festival which is just one 

part of McDonald's commitment to grassroots football in their role as The FA's Community Partner. 

 

McDonald's have organised more than 50 free regional football festivals this summer involving over 20,000 kids, with the 

top teams getting their chance at Wembley this week. 

 

After a morning of competition at nearby Northwick Park with expert coaching from former Manchester United youth team 

coach Eric Harrison, the teams from all corners of the country, headed to Wembley where their once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity was waiting. 

 

Sir Geoff more than most knows the honour in playing at Wembley having scored a hat-trick in the 1966 World Cup Final 

as England beat West Germany and he was delighted to see so many children relish their chance. 

 

"Today is really the culmination of the 50 football festivals we have throughout the UK and teams from each of those are 

here for the unbelievable opportunity of playing here at Wembley," Sir Geoff explained. 

 

"One of the fundamental things I enjoy is when you turn up to a festival like this and you see the smiles on the kids’ faces. 

We're all doing this so our young children can enjoy some exercise, enjoy playing sport, and enjoy the camaraderie and 

the fun you get from playing football, so it's just absolutely brilliant." 

 

Each of the team played one ten-minute match on one of the four Mini-Soccer pitches set up on the Wembley turf. 

Eastbourne Girls were given the honour of starting the tournament and all girls played with great enthusiasm to justify this 

amazing opportunity. Eastbourne Girls took the lead midway through the game by a Neve Lawrence goal and the whole 

team celebrated enthusiastically. The Girls fought hard and played some great football for the remainder of the game, but 

unfortunately conceded two late goals. A cracking left foot volley form Kira Spring almost leveled the game at the end, but 

it just went over the bar. At the end of the game the girls climbed the famous Wembley steps to collect their medals from 

the Royal Box, where it was apparent from their beaming smiles; the day had been a great success. 
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"This is something that will stay with them for the rest of their lives. To be involved in any event at the national stadium, 

particularly at their age because it's a time when the kids will remember where they were, it's something that will stick with 

them and their family and friends. The parents and grandparents are probably having as much fun as the kids are." added 

Matt Jones (Eastbourne Girls FC Development Coach). 

 

Eastbourne Girls would like to thank Swindells & Gentry Accountants for their sponsorship for the coming season for the 

development group (ages 6-10) and believe this was the perfect opportunity to wear their new football kit for the very first 

time.   

 

Eastbourne Girls FC is seeking and would welcome all girls of all ages (ages 6 and upwards) and all abilities to the club. 

Any girls interested can attend training, every Saturday at 10.30am at Eastbourne Park on Sevenoaks Road, where Matt 

Jones and his coaches will be delighted to see you.  

 

 

 
Eastbourne Girls FC(from left to right): Molly Pott er, Kira Spring, Drew Lawrence, Amy Potter, Saskia Harris, 
Hannah Ginno, Lauren Vincent, Jessica Movaffagh, Ne ve Lawrence, Libby Jones. 
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